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Chinese classic for reference reading: “The fight between the snipe and the
clam” (Original text with simple English explanation)
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There is a river in China named Yishui.
There are many clams in the river. Akind
of bird known as "snipe" frequently flies
around the river looking for clams.
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Please select an answer

1. What is the snipe doing flying around
near the river?

QO Looking for its family

Q P =
1 O Looking for friends
O Her O Looking for food
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saw a clam opening its shell and basking
in the sun. The snipe was very happy
and flew over to peck at the clam’s flesh.
The clam was very frightened, it closed
its shell to clamp the long beak of the
snipe.
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Please select an answer

2. Why did the clam clamp the beak of
the snipe?

O Because it wanted to eat the
snipe

Q Because it didn’t like the snipe

QO Because it wanted to prevent the
snipe from eating it
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The snipe’s beak was clamped, it could
not find food. The clam clamped the
snipe, it could not return to the river. The
snipe said angrily: “If it doesn't rain today
and tomorrow, a clam will be dried up
and die in the sun!” The clam was also
very angry, it said: “You can't pull out
your beak today, and you won't be able
to pull it out tomorrow. A snipe will starve
to death soon!”
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Please select an answer

3. Why were the snipe and the clam
angry?
could not leave]  lalmost eaten|

B 5 o Flapam ki The snipe was angry because it was
B clamped, and
. ' The clam was very angry because it
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together. The snipe and the clam only
focused on their dispute, neither of them
got any benefit in the end.

FE i} s The idiom “The fight between the snipe
%07 74-3 4 Lo %‘3 = ?\jfm and the clam” is derived from this story.
P BT o The idiom describes a person who only
cares about arguing, and everyone gets
hurt in the end.
- iE Please select an answer
4. igicie BE S Bt It D 4F 4. When the snipe was in dispute with
L9 the clam, who got the benefit in the
end?
O 38

Q The snipe




O The clam
O The fisherman

Think about it

What are your thoughts after reading
this story?

What will you do if you are the snipe or
the clam?




